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Il Along Came Bill and Nick
Saites and Sharon and
Walter Jensen

The Saites

Vasiles (“BillY) and Nicholas (“Niek") SaitesT and two corporations
owned by them and theirfamilies; Avcon, Inc. ancd AltorIncs o are
the majorplayersin2:of the-more |mportant OSHA cases to come
aleng Infalongitime. The-Saites andtheir;companies are engagea
INpoured-in-place concrete construction. Bill has owned various
such companies aver his 30 years inthe business. Bill IS Nick's
father-andianiengineer: Billlis the president; sole officerand
director of:both Avcon and Altors NickKis an engineer.and a lawyer:
His father, Avcon, and Altor are Nick's only clients. Both Avcon and
Altor operate from the basement:of INick's home. Besides Bill and
Nick, Avcon and Altor have one nonfamily employee between them,
Whoiis paidiby Alter: Both Bill and INick:candidly ‘admitithat they
formed and operated through the-two- corporations:-in;order to dimit
thelr: personaliliabilities; especially their liabilities forr OSHA fines.
Bill Incorporated Aveon to bid on projects that:needed minority
contractors. Blill's wife owns 51 percent:of;/Avcon's stock, making
her a "minority™ owner.




15 Along Came Bill and/ Nick Saites
(cont 0d)
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1. In the finst of the -Saites* twoscases; Avcon was a
subecontractor to Altor;on a high -rise apartment building
N New Jersey in 1998, where OSHA found-a humber of
vielations rangingifrom fall protection te:housekeeping.
Several were deemed willful: Bill' had hired all'the
WOrkers onithe job, Including the-Site-Superintenaent;
and Bill and Nick were on the jobsite regularly prior:to
the violations: Nickifunctioned as: the Assistant
Superintendent, and all'the employees looked to: Bill oy
Nick as “the boess.” Bill and Nick received very low
salariesfortheirworkon the job and nstead teok
"whatever was left" after the bills were paid.




